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Fish Conservations Zones (FCZ)

in Luang Prabang Province

s e

Fish Conservations Zones on rivers and streams in Luang Prabang
province have been a successful strateqy employed by local
communities to ensure abundant and diverse fish populations.
FCZs lead to substantial increases in local fish consumption and
income from fish sales. FCZs are often supported by riparian
conservation efforts and tourism.

Ecology and managerment
Each fish species has very specific habitat requirements for
their success. This is based on their needs for reproduc-
tion, migration, food and for protection from predators and
other environmental risks. Fish Conservation Zones are estab-
Iishedfi'n_,,ffareas of rivers which include a diversity of habitats
2 --tha*t\nef__e’ded for the widest possible diversity of fish species.
Areas for spawning, access and natural production of food,
protection from predators for both immature and mature fish
and other environmental factors such as heat, cold and direct
sunlight are all important in selecting FCZs.

Scale and Impact

*43 FCZs established in 26 rivers and streams in 9 Districts and
121 villages.

* FCZ providing greater fisheries resources to more than 61,000
rural people from 13,000 households.

* Some FCZ communities are catching more than 10,000 kgs of
a diversity of fish species per year.

* Familiesinsome FCZ receive increased income from fish sales
up to 900,000 Kip per year.

Opportunities

* Expand the number of FCZs in the provincial streams.

* Extend the FCZs into riparian ecosystems that are
connected to FCZ streams.

* Development of tourist facilities at priority FCZs to increase
revenue for communities linked to sales of food, locally grown
fish feed, agricultural products and local handicrafts.

* Use the FCZ as a strong incentive for farmers to reduce the
use of pesticides in upland agriculture.

* Increase the visibility and awareness of FCZs by means of
distributing brochures, posters and placing of signs adjacent
to FCZ areas.

* Incorporate FCZ activities into nutrition focused projects.
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